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CORONAVIRUS — UNEMPLOYMENT 

Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.22 pm]: I rise tonight on a bit of a sombre note. Like many 
members in this chamber and many people across the community, I have seen today’s announcement by the 
federal government about the job losses in recent months. It is clear from the ABC news article from a few hours 
ago that things are pretty dire. I will quote a couple of lines from this article to give members some perspective. 
It states — 

After last month’s initial figures on the impact of the nationwide COVID-19 shutdown, a further 
227,200 people have lost their jobs in the last month. 

The article states that overall, 835 000 people have lost their job since March. The article states that the Prime Minister 
acknowledged that women had borne the brunt of the fall in employment. The article states also that the 
unemployment rate for people aged between 15 and 24 years is 16.1 per cent, and that young people made up 
45 per cent of the people who lost their jobs in May. That is a total of 118 000 jobs. That is quite shocking. It states 
also that 2.3 million people are either unemployed or underemployed, and that female employment fell by 118 000, 
making up 52 per cent of the jobs lost. That is what the federal Treasurer announced today. That drop comes after 
325 000 women lost their jobs in April. 

I have spoken in recent weeks about the government’s focus on the post-COVID-19 recovery and the group of 
people it has pulled together to oversee that recovery. I have raised concerns in this place and I hope that the 
Premier in his meetings with the national cabinet has raised those concerns about conflict of interest and everything 
else. They are quite important because those conflicts of interest are really directing which way this recovery is 
going. What is welcome, though, is that the Prime Minister has alluded to the fact that pre COVID, Newstart was 
absolutely woeful. It pushed people into poverty. It limited the chances of people getting out there and making 
a meaningful go of trying to get back into the workforce because they were worried about whether they could pay 
their bills or eat. That comes after a long period in which people advocated from all different sectors from across the 
political divide, such as former Prime Ministers as well as members of the Greens and people within the Labor Party. 
The calls for raising Newstart have been getting louder and louder and louder over recent years. Although this is 
welcome, it is terrible that we had to wait for a pandemic for this to be realised. 

Returning to the outlook of where we should be going with recovery, if we were to look forward and reimagine 
which way this would ideally play out, in my mind, it would not play out in the way that has been articulated to 
the community. For example, leaked draft reports in recent weeks have painted a picture of where we should be 
focusing our minds in the recovery, which is to pouring millions, if not billions, of dollars into where it is already 
being poured—that is, back into the pockets of the people from the fossil fuel industry. The draft reports refer to 
making the focus propping up those industries that are pretty much going to die—I should not say a natural death, 
because these industries will be fighting to stay alive. They have deep pockets, they have a lot of influence and 
they have bought a lot of social licence in our community. 

But if we were to look forward and reimagine the way we will go, we definitely need to go down a path that takes 
advantage of new technologies, whether that is solar, wind or wave technologies. We have large amounts of lithium 
deposits within this state, so that goes back to the issues of storage. These are the industries that we should be heading 
towards. The pandemic has shown us not only that, but also the flaws within our community in terms of access to 
meaningful education and training and all these things from across the sector. We do not know where this pandemic 
is going to take us, and we are still in the midst of it, but it is looking pretty dire with the number of job losses. We 
need to be pulled into a place where we can take advantage of the things that we should have already been looking 
forward to pre COVID. During this time, there will be real judgement on how we act, what MPs are doing, what 
members of Parliament and community leaders are doing, where we are looking to take our community and how 
best to look after the people in the community. 

The job losses announced today have shown to disproportionately impact young people and women, and I am 
pretty sure the Treasurer might have alluded to the fact that that is because of the sectors it has affected, which are 
the retail sector and the arts industry. I note that a lot of people in the arts industry have already been doing it tough, 
and when questions were put to the government about the arts community, the response a couple of months ago 
was, “We had to draw a line in the sand somewhere.” That exposed that where the government drew that line is not 
where it should have been drawn. The hundreds of thousands of people who were not covered by JobKeeper should 
have been protected. They are the ones who have helped us get through this crisis—the young people who work in 
the arts community and the retail sector. All those people are doing it tough, disproportionately. I hope that, following 
the announcement that the Newstart allowance might be raised to help protect those people so that they can get 
through this pandemic and find their way back into employment, some of the subsidies and stimulus packages that 
are brought forward go to where they should be going, which, in my mind, is the renewable energy sector, education 
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and the arts community. They are the sectors we should look after, not the one that is dying a slow, but hopefully 
quick, death—that is, the fossil fuel industry. 
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